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Once when we were going to the place of prayer, we were met
by a female slave who had a spirit by which she predicted the
future. She earned a great deal of money for her owners by
fortune-telling. She followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting,
“These men are servants of the Most High God, who are telling
you the way to be saved.” She kept this up for many days.
Finally Paul became so annoyed that he turned around and
said to the spirit, “In the name of Jesus Christ | command you to
come out of her!” At that moment the spirit left her.

When her owners realized that their hope of making money was
gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the
marketplace to face the authorities. They brought them before
the magistrates and said, “These men are Jews, and are
throwing our city into an uproar by advocating customs unlawful
for us Romans to accept or practice.”

The crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas, and the
magistrates ordered them to be stripped and beaten with rods.
After they had been severely flogged, they were thrown into
prison, and the jailer was commanded to guard them carefully.
When he received these orders, he put them in the inner cell
and fastened their feet in the stocks.

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns
to God, and the other prisoners were listening to them.
Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the
foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all the prison
doors flew open, and everyone’s chains came loose.

Acts 16:16-26 NIV
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FINDING HOPE IN HOPELESS SITUATIONS:

In hopeless situations we need

Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with
you, because he is helpful to me in my ministry.
2 Timothy 4:11 NIV

In hopeless situations we need the

of

When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the
Mount of Olives. Matthew 26:30 NIV

. . . Speak to each other with psalms, hymns, and

spiritual songs; sing and make music to the Lord in
your hearts. Ephesians 5:19 CEB

In hopeless situations we need

Want to connect with God through the Scriptures and dig deeper into

this week’s message? Check out The Daily at newpointe.org/daily
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